Irony in Cask Of Amontillado

Below are several examples of irony in “The Cask of Amontillado.” Review each example. Then, identify which type of irony is being used. In the blank next to the example write a V if it is verbal irony, S if it is situational, or D if it is dramatic irony. Remember:

Verbal Irony: The contrast between what is said and what is actually meant.

Situational Irony: This refers to a happening that is the opposite of what is expected or intended.
Dramatic Irony: This occurs when the audience or reader knows more than the characters know. 
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1. Fortunato’s name suggests he is fortunate or lucky, but in this story he is not lucky at all.

2. Montresor acts as though he wants to ask Luchesi about the wine, but really he wants Fortunato to go down in the catacombs with him.

3. Montresor gives Fortunato wine to drink supposedly to help his cough, but really to get him drunker.

4. Montresor pretends to drink to Fortunato’s “long life,” but really he plans to kill Fortunato. 

5. Fortunato asks Montresor for proof that he is a Freemason, but the sign Montresor produces is a trowel, the tool of a stonemason.

6. The wine vaults are really crypts.

7. Fortunato says he will not die of a cough and Montresor says, “True…true,” because he already knows how Fortunato will die.

8. Montresor says, “In pace requiescat!” wishing Fortunato would rest in peace when Forntunato will really die a horrible, disturbing death.

9. Fortunato gets chained and padlocked to the niche by Montresor who says, “But first I must render you all the little attentions in my power.” Fortunato thinks Montresor is talking about the Amontillado.

10. Montresor is dressed mysteriously in a black cloak and mask while Fortunato is dressed as a fool in full motley.

